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At the National School Exhibit, held in C‘f(];m.‘.!tg:},I
5 1887, Kane County presente. Woh

- 7—2::5: , chools and departments, engaging the
fmmt'l o; over 200 teachers. Most of the work
v d in half morocco, the expense of the
- bl?:ilxllg met by the State and county.
Sﬂm; o of the early pedagogues Were characters
in thgiI: way, and James Buncroft, who held foréh
in St. Charles, was a notable example. F f
Garfield, of Campton, in calling up mem-onefM:
the olden days, wrote as follows concerning Iir.
Bancroft, in the spring of 1885:

Bancroft were born in the same neighborhood and
were schoolmates of my father; and when, on May
93, 1841, a boy, I had arrived in St. Charles a.nd
put up with Wheelock about noon, I was cona-ld-
erably astonished two hours afterward by having
all of those old schoolmates of my father, whom of
course I knew nothing about, getting around me
making inquiries of mj; father, when he would
arrive, eotc. But I was more than astonished
when James Bancroft, the father of Horace and
Fanny, introduced himself by telling me he had
taught my father his letters, and was a school
teacher then, which was the fact. He was a nat-
ural born school teacher—good for that and little
else. For years he occupied the upper story of
his son’s Horace’s stone building, on the corner
west of the old hotel, and ran a school upon the pay-
" by-the-scholar principle. From the parents of

some he would collect tuition, and from some he
- would not; but it was all the same to him if he was
only imparting knowledge to the young. He got
money enough from his patrons, to pay for his

clothes, his whisky and provisions, all of which
at that time were cheap. Bark from’
in the mill yard furnished him fuel,
alwr.a.ys have from one to three cords
up in the large room which was alike his kitchen
pz_i.rlor, bedroom and schoolroom; and there, a.mids;:
plllea of bark, accumulation of old clothes, dishes
dirt and fleas, he taught the male children of St’
- Charles the first rudiments of an education. Ht:a
used to surrender hig schoolroom to J udges Moody
and Hm_va.rd when they desired to hold court, and
Sam Flint used to te]] a story, how once wha;l his

the saw logs
and he would
of it packed
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«c Asa Haseltine, Fanny Bancroft and Horace

.

room was crowded, with Moody upon ty,
and Fridley and Farnsworth as Opposing congg
the large audience crowding back againg 0119&’ \
his piles of ba.r.k tipped it over, Whereupon the ﬂezf |
rushed out in such force as to tip the benchaz |
loaded with the crowd over and break p i, |
court. But James Bancroft performeq well g, |
part for which it seemed that Providence designgg |
him, Commencing school teaching at the age of
sixteen, he taught for over a half century, a4 |
probably no man in St. Charles ever taught , |
greater number of scholars in the aggregate, 4 a ‘
no man upon this continent ever exceeded hip in |
the pleasing art of imparting knowledge to t, |
young.”’ .

The first of the fine public school buildings‘in ‘
the coui:d:y were erected in St. Charles, that on the
West Side in 1854, and that on the East Side in ‘
1856, costing, respectively, $6,000 and $15,00,
These were considered in their day remarkably
fine buildings, but, while still in use, they have been
overshadowed by the splendid buildings erected at |
Dundee, Elgin, Geneva, Batavia and Aurora, the
latter city especially being supplied with the very
best of structures. The rural districts have mostly
frame buildings of a simple style of architecture,
though in places brick has been the material used.

bogg |

COURTS—BENCH AND BAR.

: /HE county commissioners, at their meeting
held in September, 1836, selected grand
and petit jurors for the first term of the

Kane County’ Circuit Court, who were & |
follows: Grand jurors—Isaac Wilson (made for®
man of the jury), Sidney Kimball, Allen Wart |
James T. Wheeler, William Van Nortwick, .Saﬂ‘: |
uel MecCarty, Nicholas Gray, Edwin ng?g, |
James Squares, Benjamin F. Phillips, Otho hl;
Perkins, Ansel Kimball, Walter Hotchkiss, ,]_"od
Van Fleet, William T. Elliott, John Ross, Fri®
Marks, Solomon Dunham, Marshall Starks, Geol%’;
Johnson, Lyman Barber. Petit jurors__Ca]V;
Ward, Read Ferson, B. H. Smith, E. B. Mal;l;
Solomon H. Hamilton, James H. Latham, e :
Lattin, John V. King, James Ferson, John Dand g

las, Ira Merrick, and Gideon Young. !’/f >
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The first term of the circuit court was held at
Geneva, in James Herrington’s log-house, on the
19th of June, 1837, Judge John Pearson presid-
ing. A P Hubbard acted as clerk pro tem.,
and B. F. Fridley was sheriff. The first jury
trial at this court was that of John Wilson, et al.,
vs. Thomas Wilson, for trespass. The jury found
the defendant guilty and assessed the plaintiff’s
damages at $4,160.66, probably an amount equal
to all the money in circulation in the county at the
time. The calendar at that ierm was large, most
of the actions being for trespass. The grand jury
presented five indictments, two for riot and three
for larceny; the rioters were fined $5 and costs
each at the following September term. Much of
the business of this grand jury and of the first
term of court was with claim-jumpers and house-
burners. A couple of these worthies were in
examination before the jury, and one of its mem-
bers, Mr. Van Nortwick, became so disgusted with
the testimony that he impatiently blurted out
‘“ Gentlemen, you can think what you please, but I
believe these fellows swear to a d—d lie, both of
them!’> It was a favorite scheme with some of
these claim jumpers to come from somewhere down
the river, engage to do a job of plowing for a set-
tler, and after having plowed two or three acres
drive off and sell the claim to another party. These
rascally proceedings did not always result health-
fully for the prepetrators. The following from the
diary of Capt. Thomas H. Thompson, of Dundee, is an
illustration of the above subject, and good evidence
of what the settlers were forced to go to law about:
“Fence put up Friday, September 15, 1836;

- commenced drawing logs to build house 16th;

18th, finished drawing logs and put up body of the
house; the same day Benjamin Bell came on the
Premises and swore that Sutfin should not build,

~ for he (Bell) was going to build and both of them

could not stay on the claim; at night the logs were
taken down, put in a pile and set fire to; 20th,
more logs drawn, the house raised, the roof boards
Pub on; 21st, 22d, 23d, work putting in gable ends,

making door, chinking, hewing down the walls

and mudding; evening of 23d, roof torn off; 24th, at
daylight, Benjamin Bell and James Robinson came
to the house; 25th, at night, house set on fire.”’

A-t this term of court Mark W. Fletcher was
appointed clerk in place of Hubbard, who resigned
after the first day. It is said that not a single
lawyer was then living within the limits of Kane
County. Alonzo Huntington was the State’s at-
torney in attendance on the court. Selden M.
Church had been appointed clerk originally, but
removed to Rockford before court was held, and
Mr. Hubbard received his appointment from J udge
Ford, September 21, 1836. This first term of
court lasted three days, during which time there
were five jury trials, four changes of venue granted,
fourteen judgments rendered, amounting to $5,400,
twenty suits continued and five dismissed; there-
fore it seems the pioneers dabbled quite exten-
sively in legal proceedings, and usually for cause.
It is recorded that Jacob B. Mills and H. N. Chap-
man were at this term granted the privilege of
practicing as attorneys in the court. On the sec-
ond day John Douglass, by birth a Scotchman,
renounced his allegiance to the British Government
and swore fealty to that of the United States.

In September, 1837, the second term of the
court was held by Judge Thomas. Most of the
settlers attended the terms of court, it is said,
either as jurors, parties to suits or witnesses, or
merely as spectators. Beside the suits brought
on account of conflicting claims to lands, there
was much trouble and litigation over prairie
fires, carelessly kindled. These were, in the lan-
guage of an eminent member of the bar and for-
merly a practitioner of the Kane County courts,
¢“‘an annual terror,”’ and caused great destruction
of property. ‘When Mark W. Fletcher was clerk
of the courts he had a Bible upon which to swear
witnesses, and on one side of it was a cross, whilea
dollar embellished the other side, the witness hav-
ing his choice of objects to swear upon.

The first judge of the circuit court, for the dis-
triet which included Kane County, was John Pear-
gon, and the second Thomas Ford, who was in
1842 elected governor of the State. Hon. B. C.
Cook has said of him: ‘‘He was one of the best
circuit judges I ever knew.” He was succeeded
by Judge Caton, and the latter by J udg.es T. Lyle
Dickey. Previous to 1852 the prosecuting attor-
neys of the district were Norman H. Purple, after-
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f the supreme court, and one of the
te; Seth B. Farwell, B.

Cook, the latter holding

ward a judge o ‘
ablest attorneys in the Sta

F. Fridley and Burton C. ‘
from r184:6 to 1852, and attending every term of the

court held in the county. He succeeded Bﬁr. an;iI;
ley, during whose term the courts Werf) ca e1 up -
to take in hand the work of suppressing a class O
criminals such as are found at EOmE pex;lod tr0}1b-
ling the settlers in all new countries. (_;or:cern%ng
this momentous period Mr. Cook says: ° During
the term of Mr. Fridley as prosecuting attorney,
and for a part of my term, the northwestern par_t
of the State was infested by a most dangerous and
wicked association of outlaws, thieves and coun-
terfeiters, such as are often found upon the fron-
tiers of civilization, having grips, signs and pass-
words whereby they could identify each other, and
bound by oaths to protect each other. They were
the enemies of society, unscrupulous and brutal.
The citizens of De Kalb and Ogle Counties organ-
ized bands of regulators to protect themselves and
their property. Mr. Campbell, the captain of the
regulators, was shot at his own house, at White
Oak Grove, and then the citizens followed, capt-
ured and shot some of the more notorious of the
gang, and it was finally broken up in this section.
The able and efficient prosecution by my friend
Mr. Fridley was greatly appreciated by the bar
and by the citizens generally at the time, and was
greatly instrumental in freeing the country from
the presence of the evil-doers. The indignation
excited by the torturing to death of Col. Daven-
port, at Rock Island, caused such persistent and
hot pursuit of the rascals, and the execution of so
many of them, that the gang was wholly sup-
Ppressed.’’

The main trouble with these desperate outlaws

Wwas in the region lying along the Rock River and

its tributaries, which was settled
o settled by a much less

) m.  Their principal acts of
outlawry consisted of horae~stealing, and they were

a;lepts ai:. th? business. At the April (1848) term
of the mr::smt court two men, Ameg and Holmes
Were convicted of stealing g span of horses fron;

‘eight years’ imprisonment in the penitept

William Lance, of Blackberry, and sentencedt
0

Alton, whither they were taken by Sherif Slpa o
ing. The county commissioners, in September 0.
the same year, passed an order offering 5 Tewayy |
not exceeding $50, for the apprehension g a con’
viction of each person found guilty of stealigg .
horse, mare or mule, within the limitg of
County.

Very comical incidents sometimes occurreg inthe |
court, human nature then being much the Same g
at the present day. During the December term,
1858, a couple of rival horse doctors on the Witnesg
stand made considerable sport for the spectaty
One of them solemnly swore to his positive knoy].
edge of a disease among horses called the red belly.
ache, while the other as solemnly and earnestly
swore there was no such thing, and both adherej
tenaciously to their belief, defending their Posi-
tions with much loud talk and many emphatic
gestures.

The probate court, originally, was simply s
probate justice of the peace, who was his own clerk,
and conducted the business of his office without
the presence of the sheriff or his bailiff. Archi.
bald Moody, of St. Charles, died July 27, 1836,
and the first recorded act of the probate court was
the granting of letters of administration to his
widow, Lydia C. Moody, by Mark Daniels, pro
bate justice, on the 6th of June, 1837. = The bonds
of the administratrix were $2,000, with Gideon
Young as surety. The first will probated was that
of Warren Tyler, also of St. Charles. It was dated
September 10, 1837, and proved and admitted to
record November 6, 1837, by Isaac Wilson, who |
had succeeded Daniels as probate justice. The
first letters of guardianship were issued to Mose
Selby, as guardian of Rebecca Gillespie, Noves |
ber 5, 1838. The seal of this probate court i_S de
scribed as a ““copper block, with a weeping Wlu‘_)?; |
and tombstone, emblematic, in those days, of glrlﬁ .
for the dead.”” In 1849, under the new constituti®™ \l
the probate justices gave place to the county c_‘”@ |
of which Isaac G. Wilson, the present c”_cm' [
judge, was elected first judge, with James Hel‘flﬂj_
ton as county clerk. They were elected in Nove

1d
ber, 1849, commissioned in December, and b°

Kane
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the first term of the county court in January, 1850,
peginning on the 10th of the month. Of this
court, Andrew J. Waldron and Marcus White
were associate justices.
transacted was the granting of grocers’ licenses—
;. e. licenses for the sale of liquors—to John D.
Wyga,ni;, of Batavia, and William G. Webster, of

" Geneva, the charge for the same being $25 each.

City Court of Aurora and Elgin.—When the
original charter of the city of Aurora was granted
by the Legislature in 1857, it was given an adden-
dum providing for a city court at that place, the
idea emanating from the brains of B. F. Parks
and 0. D. Day. A. C. Gibson was chosen the first
judge. Elgin copied and adopted the Aurora
charter, and a city court was also created at that
place, of which C. H. Morgan was the first judge.
By the terms of these charters, the expenses of the
courts were to be met by their respective cities.
An act was passed in 1859 providing that the same
judge should preside over both courts, and the two
were consolidated under the title of the court of
common pleas of the cities of Aurora and Elgin.
The bulk of business was transacted in the Aurora
branch. In 1870, when the new State counstitu-
tion was framed and adopted, a clause was inserted
similar to that in the constitution of 1848, by
which Kane County is entitled to have a superior
court, with terms held at Elgin and Aurora. The
present judge of this court is Hon. A. H. Barry,
of Elgin. Several attempts have been made to
abolish the court, but a necessity for its continu-
ance seemed to exist, and the efforts proved un-
fruitful,

BENCH AND BAR.

The judicial district embracing Kane County
has been remarkably fortunate in its choice of men
o ocoupy the bench. Judge Ford, in his subse-
dnent career as governor of Tllinois, won an envia-
ble reputation by his upright and straightforward
Aministration of the affairs of the commonwealth.
Judge John Doan Caton has been for many years
'”-‘_ thoreclrasident of La Salle County, and Judge
Dickey, who was from the same county, only re-

- °ently pagsed to that higher court whose Judge is
Tuler of the universe, his death having occurred

.-.-'""'--—__

Among other business .

July 22, 1885. His duties as cireuit judge were
admirably discharged, and his marked ability was
evident in his career as a judge of the supreme
court of Illinois. Judge Pearson was judge of
the Seventh Judicial Circuit, Kane County being
in the Sixth, and held court several times in said
county. Judge Jesse B. Thomas belonged in what
was then the First Circuit, and J udge Caton was a
justice of the supreme court at the same time his
services were rendered in the Kane Circuit. His
first term here began August 25, 1842. Hon.
Isaac G. Wilson’s first term of the Kane County
Circuit Court began August 11, 1851, Phineas W.
Platt being, at the time, State’s attorney.

Judge Wilson is a native of Middl;abury (now Wy-
oming) County, N. Y., and the son of an eminent
lawyer and judge. He was graduated from Brown
University, at Providence, R. 1., in 1838, and re-
moved at once to Chicago, whither his father had
shortly before preceded him. He began the study

of law under Butterfield & Collins, then prominent

Ilinois practitioners. About a year later he en-
tered the law school at Cambridge, Mass., and in
1841 was admitted to the Massachusetts bar, re-
turned to Illinois and began practice at Elgin, in
August of that year. He was elevated to the bench
in 1851, holding through subsequent elections for
about seventeen years. In 1867 he removed to
Chicago, remaining until 1871, when he lost his
valuable law library in the great fire. He finally
returned to Kane County, locating at Geneva, and
is at present one of the judges of the Twelfth Ju-
dicial Circuit, having held the office continuously
since 1879. The characteristics of Judge Wilson
are remarkable industry, strict integrity, and oppo-

sition to needless litigation, and the delays which

are so vexatious in most courts. He is regarded
as one of the ablest lawyers in the country, and
during his years upon the bench, has, several times,
been chosen to represent his district in the appel-
late court.

Hon. Silvanus Wileox, who succeeded Judge
Wilson in 1867, is a native of Montgomery County,
N. Y. He was a cadet at West Point for two
years, beginning in April, 1836, but was obliged
to resign on account of ill health, standing fifth in
general merit, in a class of fifty. He spent five
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i nd finally located in
e th? Weif;rlen ]:1124\3;: the next ye.uar ap-
s i President Polk, holding the
st sl i ? e tration. He was
during the latter's adminis ; A
chliﬁ?tted to the bar in 1846, and in 1{3 ele
e le of the Twenty-eighth Judicial Circuit, com-
]ti(itgi'ng the counties of Kane, Dn Page a.nd KeFl-
gall.- He was re-elected in 18_73, b'ut re'mgr;)ed_ in
1874 becauée of poor health, h1.5 .res:gnatlon 1 slrg
received with regret by the judiciary of the_ _ ate.
Judges Wilson and Wilcox are the.onlj_r cﬂuzen}e:
furnished by Kane County for the cu-cmif benc
of the district, but those from other counties who
have performed its duties hm.re l?een men of
marked ability and high standing in the profes-
sion. Judge Hiram H. Cody, of Du Page, was no
exception to the rule, and Judges Charles Kellum

and Clark W. Upton, the present associates of -

Judge Wilson, stand also in the front rank.
Although numerous murders have been com-
mitted in Kane County, and some of them of the
most diabolical character, but one man has been
legally executed for his crime within the limits of
the county. At the February term of the circuit
court, in 1855, John Collins was convicted of mur-
der for having, while intoxicated, killed his wi'fe.
He was sentenced to be hung, and the penalty was
inflicted upon him by Sheriff Spaulding, April 21,
1854. N. 8. Young, Esq., of Batavia, thus de-
seribes the incident: . '
- *‘The sheriff and prisoner were escorted from
the jail in the old stone court-house by an armed
military company from Chicago, procured for the
purpose, to a spot southwest from the court-house,
in a hollow or ravine just north of the present
Chicago & North- Western Railroad track, and in
sight of the present depot grounds. The seaffold
was made with a platform some three feet from
the ground, with two upright posts eight or ten
feet apart, and a cross-beam on top. The rope
hanging down from the center of the cross-beam
‘Passed over a pulley and along the beam to the
post, over another pulley and down to a large,
heavy iron weight to which it wag fastened. The

priaonr was dressed in a nankeen suit of clothes:
& white cotton cap was dra ,

. . wn over his head and
~ face; hg arms were tied to his body, the rope was

. gave the culprit a sudden jerk upwards abOut’

placed around his neck, and, standing West,
sheriff with a hatchet cut a rope which helq
heavy weight. Falling quickly and heavﬂy

the
the
it
- Ong
foot. A slight contraction of the legs g all
there was to be seen of struggling, and soop they |
relaxed, and after hanging thirty minutes the doc.
tors pronounced him dead. A large concourg, of
people was present on the rising grounds Dear,
and all through the proceedings quiet anq order
prevailed, with no disturbance.’’

There has been several noted murder Caseg
in the county, among them the following:: April
3, 1868, Mrs. Mary Widner, second wife of Adar,
Widner, was found to have been murdered. Ty,
crime was laid to John Ferris and wife, wh
rented part of the Widner homse, and with whon
there had been a dispute and one or two lawsuits,
The trial was held at Woodstock, McHenry County,
and ended early in April, 1869, with a verdict of
acquittal for Mrs. Ferris and a sentence of four.
teen years in the penitentiary for the husband,
who was proved to be undoubtedly guilty.

. Rev. Isaac B. Smith was tried in the fall of-
1869 for the alleged drowning of his wife in a
creek between Elgin and Turner Junction. The
trial was long, and excited great interest, but s
verdict of not guilty was reached in November.

The Kimball case, tried in the circuit court in
the fore part of May, 1881, was for the fatal
wounding of Billings Wright by William Kimball,
in the car shops at Aurora, October 22, 1880,
while the latter was intoxicated. Wright diefi of
his wounds in November following. The Figd
found Kimball not guilty, on the plea of emotional
insanity.

On Sunday, June 1, 1884, Otto John Hope, 8
German farmer, residing in Sugar Grove Tow
ship, was killed, and his hired man, Ed Steinbw?
dangerously wounded during a dispute over the
feeding of some of Hope’s cattle on the highway
Ozias W. Fletcher and his son Merritt W., W
the guilty parties, the shooting being done with
a revolver. The trial which ensued was intensely
bitter, and resulted in sending the senior F letcher
for three years to.J oliet, and sentencing the young
man to death. Steinburn, the principal Witnes®

_—//
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recovered and went to Europe, and, finally, after
Merritt Fletcher had been confined in jail three
ears, he succeeded in having his sentence com-
muted to three years in the penitentiary, making
an incarceration of six years.

March 3, 1883, when George Panton shot and
killed his tenant, William Smith, in consequence
of a dispute over the occupation of.a house be-
longing to Panton. It was shown that the mur-
der was deliberate, cold-blooded and unprovoked.
Panton was arrested and tried on a change of
venue in the Boone Circuit Court, the jury finding
him guilty of murder in the first degree, and the
judge sentencing him to be hanged. He was
granted a new trial and a second time sentenced,
but Gov. Oglesby commuted his sentence to im-
prisonment for life in the penitentiary. He was
accordingly sent to Joliet, where he eventually be-
came violently insane, and in the spring of 1887 he
was removed to the asylum at Elgin.

Few books upon legal matters existed in the
early circuit, and Hon. B. C. Cook describes the
lawyers who ‘‘rode the circuit’’ as ‘‘strong men,
dependent more wupon their own intellectual
- strength than npon books.”” And be it remarked
that their intellectnal strength proved a solid rock
upon which they based a successful career. The
bulk of business in the early courts was transacted
by lawyers outside of the county, among whom
were J. J. Brown, of Danville, Leslie Smith and
J. D. Butterfield, of Chicago, Jonathan K. Cooper,
Onslow Peters and Lincoln B. Knowlton, of
Peoria, Judge Dickey, of Ottawa, and others. B.
C. Cook was also from Ottawa, although he prac-
ticed to a great extent in the Kane County courts.
When first known in the profession here he was

Teer. From 1846 to 1852, as stated, he was prose-
| cuting attorney of the district, and it has been
8aid of him that he was a terror to all criminals,
Who, in their own langﬁa.ge, ““would rather have
the dovil after them than that young, pleasant,
smiling, white-headed Cook.”” Mr. Cook was

afterward to the State Senate, and later

Served several terms in Congress. He was a

delegate from Illinois to the Peace Congress, to

A fiendish murder was committed at Elgin’

& young man just entering upon his public ca- .

—_—
arrange a settlement with the Southern States,

when they were about going out of the Union, and
took a bold and decided stand in favor of uphold-

ing the constitution, and preserving the Union at
all hazards. He subsequently served many years
as chief attorney for the Chicago & North-Western
Railway, with headquarters at Chicago.

Among the first lawyers to locate in Kane
County were Caleb A. Buckingham and H. N.
Chapman, at Geneva, about 1837,*% and S. S.
J ones, at St. Charles, Buckingham was a young
lawyer of fine promise, who acquired some promi-
nence in his profession and in other directions, but
was cut off by death about 1841, at Chicago.
Chapman married and removed, it is thought, to
Racine, Wis. Jones had visited the region in
1837, and in 1838 located with his family at St.
Charles, coming by way of Naperville. He had
been admitted to the bar at Montpelier, Vt., about
1835, and opened an office upon his arrival at St.
Charles. He became a prominent attorney, but
finally relinquished the profession to engage in
newspaper publishing, his death occurring some
years since in Chicago. He was the first lawyer
to locate at St. Charles.

A. R. Dodge is said to have hung out his shin-
gle at Aurora as early as 1837. He was a good
speaker and a man of considerable ability, and at
a later date was sent to the Legislature from Ken-
dall County. .

Orsamus D. Day settled at Aurora in 1839, and
in the following year published his professional
card in the nearest newspaper—the Joliet Courier.
He died in the fall of 1861, having been elected

mayor in 1860.

Among the early lawyers and well-known resi-
dents of Geneva were William B. Plato, who re-
moved there from Aurora; Joel D. Harvey, who
subsequently became a prominent citizen of Chi-
cago; and Charles B. Wells, who won fame not
only as a lawyer but as a soldier.

Edward E. Harvey was an honored pioneer
lawyer of Elgin, who volunteered at the breaking
out of the war with Mexico, and gave his life for
his country during that struggle.

by the
* man, as elsewhere stated, was admitted to practice
Kane g::gty Circuit Court, in June, 1837.

P ——
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Paul R. Wright, a native of Oneida County,

N. Y., moved to Illinois in 1837, when eighteen
years of age. He taught school five years, and dur-
ing that time studied law. In 1844 he entered the
office of B. E. Harvey, at Elgin, was admitted to
the bar a year later, and opened an office in s
place. In 1856 he was chosen circuit clerk on the
Fremont ticket, and removed to Geneva. At the
expiration of his term he resumed practice, but
moved in 1862 to a farm in Union County, and
thence in 1874 to Jonesboro, where he again en-
tered practice. -

Charles H. Morgan, the first judge of the Elgin
Court of Common Pleas, became subsequently a
United States judge in one of the Territories, and
was a very able lawyer. His residence was also at
Elgin. ‘

Edmund Gifford, one of the early lawyers of
Elgin, was well and favorably known for his legal
ability, and became in after years a judge at New
Orleans, La.

- William D. Barry, who had been admitted to
the bar in Henry County, Ohio, in 1836, located at
St. Charles in the spring of 1840, and is now the
oldest practicing lawyer in’ Kane County. Al-
though nearly eighty years of age he continues in
f,hf.a ﬁeld,_tha weight of years, however, rendering
ft impossible for him to transact the amount of bus-
iness he was accustomed to in the palmy days of
his practice. He was long judge of the K
County Court, During the early days of hi .
idence here he conducted many ha.rdycri i Blres'-
als, among them being the defense of T Tlnz)tfl-
coll, of Ogle County, for the alloped ag Hrasmk
Oampbell s ged murder of c-me

: & the dark days of horse-steal
and kindred ecrimes, Driscoll was tried 7
stock, McHenry Oounty. o ed at Wood-
LY, a change of
and Jthro“gh‘:]'udga Barry’s offorts :‘;guitted’mnue,
08e ; :

T SR g s
In 1837 he was chosen tz Wiy mithe connty.

a position on the board

of coun‘l‘.y CO! 1881
it mmissioners a w TWi
: ,» and was othe 186 prom-

A good sto SR
eilated . ry of practice in the early days was

& number of years since by Henry B.

. *Mr, Churchi]
oleeted the follorios * 38id to have loca
POrL, Towa, st e 10 100 Siaia Beme. N,

ia in 18385, and
® removed to Dnv:::

—

Peirce, now deceased. It seems that Chy
estimate of his own ability was very great.
Herrington, whom everybody knew most £,
as ‘“Gus,”” was then a law student in the
Ralph Haskins, Esq., at Geneva, ang had 5,
to the latter’s fine library. He haq Pickedmg
many points in law, and was especially famil?lp'
: s T i 13r
with the decisions and opinions in ““ Colemap
Contracts.”” He had been engaged to try hig ﬁ:;
case before Squire MecNair, in Blackberry p, :
cinct, one in which suit had been bronght fz.
breach of contract. He took along his book, burt'
hid it under a fence before entering the judicia) |
presence. He had walked from Geneva, carryin
his brogans over his shoulder until he had nearly
reached his destination, when he stopped and put
them on. The aforesaid Churchill was opposed to
“Gus’’ in the case. After the evidence was
heard, Herrington claimed a verdict by virtue of
the law, which he quoted after bringing his anthor-
ity into court. Churchill claimed the case for the
plaintiff, stating that the law as read by the de.
fense was not applicable to the case at all, and that
the mere boy who had offered it had no educa- |
tional advantages, and could not be expected to
know the law or its application. Churchill sound-
ed his own trumpel after the following manner:
‘“ May it please the Court, my father spent a thou-
sand dollars to give me a collegiate education and
fit me for the bar, and of course I ought to andI
do know the law in this case.”’

After Churchill had finished his plea and take
his seat, young Herrington arose and said: ‘‘MsJ
it please the Court, the counsel for the plaintiff hss
stated to you that his father spent $1,000 to givé
him an education. Now, I submit to the Court and
the jury that, in view of the facts proven in th
case and the bearing of the law thereon, it W35
mighty poor investment, and would have pald
better put into wild land at $1.50 an acre.” The
jury rewarded the young counsel by deciding the
case in favor of the defense, and his first legal ¢ |
was paid him—two new five franc pieceﬂ-—-‘i"’hi‘"h -
coolly placed in the pocket of his tow trousers ” g
proceeded homeward. When he was out of 5
of the scene of his triumph he took out the coin®
looked at them with a smile, and clinked %

I‘chill:a
Ay

miliarl
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together in true boyish satisfaction; and it is s.:i.fe
to say that he never afte.srward earned a fee which
gave him s0 much genuine pleasure.

Augustus M. Herrington, the hero of the fore-
going incident, came to Kane County with his
father, James Herrington, in 1835, the family lo-
cating at Geneva. He studied law during his
Jeisure moments, and was admitted to the bar in
1844. In 1856 he was an elector on the Demo-
cratic ticket, and in 1857 was appointed United
States district attormey, a position he held until
removed by President Buchanan, for being a
friend to Stephen A. Douglas. In 1860 he was a
delegate to the National Democratic Convention,
and to similar bodies in 1864 and 1868. For many
years he was attorney for the Chicago & North-
Western Railway. = Mr. Herrington was a man of
positive likes and dislikes, and, while he would go
to almost any length to favor a friend, his enemies
knew they could expect nothing from him. He
was a fine lawyer and an impressive speaker, and
was possessed of purely original characteristics.
He died August 14, 1883. Many stories are re-
lated of the tilts between himself and John F.
Farnsworth. Herrington’s cutting remarks were
often met by an exercise of physical force on the
part of Farnsworth, though never with any dam-
aging result to either party.

John. F. Farnsworth, a native of Eaton, Can-
ada Fast, was born of New England parentage,
and removed with the family to Livingston County,
Mich., in 1834. There he assisted his father
in surveying, studied law, and was admitted to
practice. He read in the office of Judge Josiah
Turner, at Howell, in 184243, and was admitted
to practice in 1843. He pushed at once for a new
field in which to begin his professional labors, lo-
cating in the same year at St. Charles, Kane
90-3 . The stage upon which he was journey-

g from Chicago stuck in a slough, and he,
being, in his own language, unable to wait and
without money, friends or library, took his trunk
on his back, waded out and made his way to his
Dew home. Previous to 1846 Mr. Farnsworth was
8 Democrat in politics, but in that year left

© party and assisted in the nomination of Owen
Lovejoy, for Congress. In 1856 and 1858 he was

.h""'-—-__

elected to Congress by large majorities, on the Re-

publican ticket, from what was then called the
Chicago District. His speeches were widely copied
by the newspapers, and he swept all opposition be-
fore him. 1In 1860, at the Chicago convention, he
assisted in nominating Abraham Lincoln for Presi-
dent. In October, 1861, he left St. Charles in
command of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, a regi-
ment 1,200 strong, which he had raised and which
rendezvoused at St. Charles. It was one of the
finest regiments which entered the service during .
the War of the Rebellion. In November, 1862,
Col. Farnsworth was promoted to the rank of
brigadier-general, and commanded the First Cav-
alry Brigade until after the. battle of Fredericks-
burg, in December following. By being almost
constantly in the saddle he had contracted a severe
lameness, and was obliged to obtain leave of ab-
sence for medical treatment. Having been again
elected to Congress in the fall of 1862, he resigned
his commission in the army March 4, 1863, and
took his seat once more in the national halls of
legislation. In the fall of 1863 he was author-
ized to raise the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, with
officers from his old regiment, the Eighth, and
carried out the plan. By successive elections he
was returned to Congress, term after term, until

1872, when he was defeated in the conven-
tion, after a large number of ballots, by Gen.
Stephen A. Hurlbut, of Belvidere, who also had
an enviable war record. In Congress, where he
gerved for fourteen years, Gen. Farnsworth was
active and prominent, and held numerous impor-
tant committee chairmanships and positions. Af-
ter his defeat in the Republican District Conven-
tion, in 1872, he espoused the Greeley cause, and
about 1879 removed from St. Charles to Chicago.
He was several times a candidate for office after
1872. In 1876 he was defeated for Congress in
his old district by Hon. William Lathrop, and
met defeat subsequently at Chicago as a Demo-
cratic candidate for congressional honors. He now
resides in Washington, D. C., where he has a fine
legal practice, and, besides, has extensive real es-
tate interests in Kane County, Chicago and else-

where. )
Benjamin F. Fridley, now residing at Aurora,
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. noi of being the first
Ll entﬁzdwffhi?:hgopresent limits of Kane
had studied law in the East. .Com-
1l of 1834, he joined his friends,
the Gartons and Wormleys, near Oswego, Noxfem-
per 1, making his home with them for some tu:fle-
He subsequently located a c]aiu:_l on the east side
of the river in Aurora Township, next nort.h- of
that taken by William T. Elliott, afterward selling
out to Charles Wagner. Mr. Fridley came _to
Aurora in 1835. In 1836 he was elected sheriff
of Kane County, being the first to serve in. that
capacity. It is said of him that his exp.er.wnce
while sheriff assisted him greatly in obtaining a
knowledge of legal matters, which, combined with
his native wit and’ judgment, enabled him to
stand so high among the pioneers of the bar in
this region. His term as sheriff closed in 1839,
and he immediately entered upon the practice of
his profession. From 1840 to 1846 he was prose-
cuting attorney of the district, which included
twelve counties, extending from Ogle to Peoria,
in each of which two and in some of which three
terms of court had to be held annually, making
the officer’s work very laborious. Mr. Fridley
was located at Geneva during his official career,
and had an office with Mark W. Fletcher. In his
travels over the circuit he used his own convey-
ance, and. was usually accompanied by the judge
or some member of the bar. He subsequently
lived for a short time at Oswego, but returned to
Aurora in 1857. He has not been engaged in
practice for many years. Besides the business
which naturally came to him as a resident lawyer,
a large amount was placed in his hands by attor-
neys _p.t Chicago, who did not desire to travel the
circuit, and ‘who were aware that their matters
would be faithfully attended to by him. In short
Pe had one side of prelty much all the good case;
1n the twelve counties composing the district. He
E‘;hrms that at the first term of the cirenit court
(June, 1837,) there wereo no practicing lawyers in

Kane C.'.ounty,‘ although both he and Mr. Fletcher
who still resides in St. Charle :

members of the ‘profession.
: Mark W. Fletcher, who, previous to coming to
ﬂns region, had practiced law in the East, never

lawyer to loc
County. He
ing west in the fa

B Townahip, were

—

engaged in practice here because of being o)
to office, and continued therein for years. p 0

. a
native of Orange County, Vt., and reaq law ;
Genesee, Livingston and Ontario Counties, )y 5
He located a claim in the township of St, Ghal‘les'
in May, 1835, and has resided upon it since abou;
1848, when his official duties at the county seat
were ended. He was the first county surveygy
first clerk of the commissioner’s court, apg th:3
second circuit clerk of Kane County. He is py
past eighty-four years of age, having been born in
1803. :

As an instance of some of the-means resorteg
to by the early courts to relieve the country of the
presence of desperadoes and law-breakers of
various kinds, B. F. Fridley relates the following
anecdote: At one time, while horse-stealing and
all sorts of kindred mischief were going on, g
gang of counterfeiters was discovered, and it was
necessary that decisive action should be taken.
Accordingly, a subpena duces tecum was issued,
commanding the counterfeiters to appear befqre
the court at a designated place, on such a date,
and bring with them all the counterfeil bills in
their possession. This was issued because it was
deemed necessary that the bills should be used in
evidence. Of course, the defendants were not
obliged to pay any attention to the command, but
of that fact they were not aware; and as the best
way out of the difficulty they left for pastures new,
and were not again heard of. The end sought
was, therefore, attained without much trouble,
and the region-was rid of the counterfeiting gang. -

Aside from the lawyers mentioned as having
been in practice at Geneva, we find that C. H.
McCubbin located quite early at that point, prob-
ably about 1841-42; but after remaining a short
time he removed to Kendall County. Joseph W.
Helm, of Yorkville, was also an early practitioner
in the courts of Kane County.

Maj. J. H. Mayborne, who studied law in the
State of New York, located at Chicago in 1846,
and in 1848 removed to Geneva, where he has
since been successfully engaged in the practice of
law. During the War of the Rebellion he occl:
pied the position of paymaster from 1863 to 1866,
with headquarters at St. Louis, and has siuc®

4___—-—“/
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sarved in the Illinois State Senate, having been
alected in 1876. He has also served g number of
years as supervisor of .G.eneva Township, and has
been prominent in politics since the formation of
the Republican party, in 1854.

William J. Brown, who first practiced in the
western part of the county, afterward located at
Geneva. He was for some time master in chan-
cery, and a popular lawyer. He removed farther
west a few years since, but has recently returned
to Geneva.

A. P. West, the well-known Geneva justice of
the peace, is also a member of the bar and an able
lawyer.

William Augustus Smith, a graduate of Wes-
leyan University, at Middletown, Conn., opened
a law office in Geneva about 1857, and practiced
nearly two years. He then abandoned the law
and took up theology, becoming a noted Methodist
minister. He was for sixteen years secretary of
the Rock River Conference, and died suddenly at
his home, in Rockford, during a session of the
conference, September 30, 1887.

At St. Charles the number of lawyers who have
been residents at various periods is considerable. S.
S. Jones, the first one, has already been mentioned, as
also Hon. W. D. Barry and Hon. J. F. Farnsworth.
William J. Miller located at the place in 1841, but
removed subsequently to Carroll County, Ill., and
latﬂrtoGhicago. Ralph V. M. Croes, who was at first
engaged in mercantile business, afterward studied
law and was admitted to practice; he was an early
resident of the place. S. G. D. Howard practiced
at St. Charles previous to 1846, in which year he
removed from the place. - Van H. Higgins was
also a resident attorney previous to 1845. An
attorney named Van Wormer, from Genesee
Gmlnty, N. Y., located at the same place with his
family about 1846, and opened an office. His
dealings were not looked upon with favor by the
People, he huving stirred up enmity among them
n about the same manner a boy would disturb a
bornets’ nest. Finally Van Wormer was employed
I a suit which brought matters to a focus and
resulted in his obtaining a not very sleek coat

of tar and feathers. The offenders in the case
Were brought before $he grand jury at its next
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session, but that body refused to consider the
matter,‘ anfi Van Wormer, recognizing at last that
the ;.)re]u‘dlcea of the community were decidedly
not in his favor, soon after loft the place. He
removed to Algonquin, McHenry County, aban-
doned his family, and added still further to his
record as an unprincipled villain.

James P. Vance located at St. Charles about
1845, and practiced law for several years in Kane
County. He afterward changed his profession for °
the clerical, and removed from the place. In 1871
he was residing in Batavia.

H. F. Smith, from Wyoming County, N. Y.,
opened a law office in St. Charles in 1846, but,
finding business dull, engaged for a time in ped-
dling maps and canvassing for a life of John
Quincy Adams. In the course of his journeyings,
he reached Elkhorn, the seat of justice for Wal-
worth County, Wis., where he formed a partner-
ship with a local attorney, and where, the writer
believes, he is still in practice.

John H. Ferguson, one of the ablest of the
many able members of the Kane County bar,
located at St. Charles about 1850-51, coming from
the State of New York. He was for a time in
partnership with J. F. Farnsworth, and ‘‘ it was
often remarked,’’ says the editor of the St. Charles
Valley Chronicle, in a brief mention, ‘‘that the
two constituted the strongest legal team in the
county. Ferguson was perhaps the best informed
in legal authorities of any practicing attorney in
the county, and his knowledge, reinforced by Farns-
worth’s oratorical powers before a jury, constituted
a combination of talent which was well nigh irre-
sistible.”” Mr. Ferguson opened an office in Chi-
cago in 1855 or 1856, and died in that city sud-
denly, of a malignant throat disease, December
3, 1857. y

David L. Eastman, a native of Washington
County, Vt., settled at St. Charles, according to
Judge Barry's recollection, in the fall of 1848.
He formed a law partnership with S. S. Jones, and
later, in Chicago, with the present Gen. and ex-
Gov. John L. Beveridge. He rOSB' very rap-
idly in his profession, and had he lived would
undoubtedly have won name and fame; l:tut he
foll a victim to consumption in 1860, and his am-

-.""-—-___
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5 lize
bitious hopes were mostly never rea
the few years of his residence in Kane County, he
became one of its brightest legal lights, and the
profession and those who knew him yet do honor

d. During

to his memory.
Lewis A. Norton, William and Warren Brown

all studied Jaw in the office of Judge Barry, at
St. Charles, and were admitted to the bar. Nor-
ton removed subsequently to California, of which
State he is still a resident, and in which he has
risen to prominence in his profession.

Alonzo H. Barry, brother of Hon. W. D.
Barry, studied in the office of the latter, and was
admitted to practice. in Kane County in 1853.
Until 1870 he continued to reside at St. Charles,
but in that year removed to Elgin and formed a
law partnership with Judge R. N. Botsford and
Joseph Healy. The latter gentleman died, and E.
C. Lovell, the present county judge, was a mem-
ber of the firm for two years. John G. Kribs and
John A. Russell were afterward law partners at

different times with Messrs. Barry and Botsford. .

In the spring of 1883, Mr. Barry was elected
judge of the City Court of Aurora and Elgin, a
position he filled with such great ability that he was
re-elected at the end of his term, in 1887. Judge
Barry opened an office in W. J. Meehan’s block,
at Elgin, in 1885. He has also an enviable mili.
tary record, having been elected major of the
Thirty-sixth Illinois Infantry in 1861, with which
command he served over two years. Previous to
the war he had served as captain of the St.
Charles Cavalry, to succeed P. J. Burchell, elected
major of the battalion. Judge Barry is one of
the ablest criminal lawyers in the West, and on
the bench administers justice in an impartial
manner,

‘A. 8. Babcock, who had Previously practiced a

few years at Blackberry Station (now Elburn),
was located at St. Charles from 1868 to 1872 in
the law and insurance business, :

Practiced at Sycamore, 6 subsequently

and in 1876 removed to
Oregon, Ill., from whence he journeyed, a year or

two later, to California. He died at San Jose, in
the latter State, September 11, 1887. :
John McGuire and

i John J. ¥l ; i
1 Mr. Babeock’s office, g v

at St. Charles, and both

were admitted to the bar. Mr. Flanpg
studied in the law department of the Univergy, |
of Michigan, and with A. M. Herrington a Genevg |
and was admitted to the bar in Septemb o 1873’
He removed subsequently to Sycamore, g
T. E. Ryan studied law in Judge Barrys
office, and was admitted to the bar in 1870 §
opened an office of his own in 1876. In 183 he

l'y alag

was elected State’s attorney for Kane County .

serving four years, and he has also been Promi.
nently engaged as attorney for several railway cop.
panies. He still resides in St. Charles, and is i
present city attorney.

Wilbur C. Hunt, George F. Ross and Edwarg
H. Bowman are later attorneys. Mr. Hunt hag
served several years as city attorney for §
Charles, as did also Mr. Ross, who removed t,
Omaha, Neb., in the autumn of 1887. Mr. Bow.
man, who has an office in Chicago, is a graduate
of the University of Michigan and of the Harvard
Law School.

Richard Nichols Botsford, a native .of Con-
necticut, located at St. Charles in 1851, and
taught in a select school. He taught later in Mis-

souri and elsewhere, and in 1856 began the study |

of law with C. C. Pope, at Black River Falls, Wis,,
being admitted to the bar in 1857. Returning to

-St. Charles, he was for a time engaged in the

publication of the Argus at that place, but dis-
posed of it and opened a law office in partnership
with D. L. Eastman. After the latter’'s death, in
1860, Mr. Botsford associated himself with S. 5.
Jones, thus continuing until 1865. In 1861 he
was elected judge of the county court, a position
he filled with great credit for four years. Here-
moved to Elgin in 1867, and has since made that
city his home. Judge Botsford is recognized 35
one of the ablest lawyers in the district. It bas
been said of him that he is always ready fof
trial when his cases are calied, and. it is a fact that

he has made a marked success in his chosen pro- |

fession. .

Capt. J. F. Richmond, who served during the |

War of the Rebellion in the One Hundred and
Twenty-seventh Illinois Infantry, studied law
subsequent to the close of his term of service, 87
since about 1870 has had an office in Chicago

___—-—'/




J. L. Ward, also of St. Charles, studied law
ot an early day, and was admitted to the bar, but
has never regularly practiced the profession.
In Elgin the first representative of the legal
profession Was Edward E. Harvey, who has been
already mentioned. He located in the place in
1840, having been previously a student in the of-
fice of Joseph W. Churchill, at Batavia. He is
remembered as an able and eloquent lawyer.
Isaac G. Wilson, the present judge of the circuit
- court, was the next to hang out his professional
shingle in the aspiring young city, becoming a
resident in 1841, and removing a few years later
to Geneva, upon his election to the bench in the
county court. From 1846 to 1850 he was a law
partner with Silvanus Wilcox, who has already
been mentioned. A former writer says: ¢‘The
practice thus ably commenced was continued by
Edmund Gifford, from 1845 to 1861; Paul R.
Wright, A. J. Waldron and Charles H. Morgan,
from 1847 to 1863; BE. S. Joslyn, from 1852 to
the outbreak of the Rebellion; John S. Riddle,
from 1857 to 1862; Thomas W. Grosvenor, from
1858 to 1861; Joseph Healy, E. W. Vining, A. H.
Barry, R. N. Botsford, J. W. Ranstead, William
H. Wing, W. F. Lynch, Eugene Clifford, Henry
B. Willis, Cyrus K. Wilbur, John McBride and
others. Many of the above left their professions
to serve their country in the late war, and some
died from wounds received upon the battlefield.”’

Eugene Clifford, now practicing in Chicago,
studied in Elgin law offices, and was admitted to
Practice by the Illinois Supreme Court in March,
1871; was town clerk of Elgin in 1872; city at-
torney, 1873 to 1877, inclusive; master in chancery
of the Elgin City Court, and in 1882 revised the
Elgin city ordinances.

Oliver P. Chisholm, from Grant County, Wis.,
came to Illinois in October, 1862, and was a
member of Company C, One Hundred and Fifty-

't?’il‘d Illinois Infantry, in the War of the Rebel-

lion. He has represented his township on the
board of supervisors, and been otherwise promi-
nent.

John H. Becker studied law at Elgin, where
he now resides, graduated at Union College in
1861, and was admitted to practice by the Supreme
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Court of Illinois, Chicago examination, May 11,
1886. He has been a justice of the peace in the
town of Elgin since 1877.

James Coleman studied for his profession at
El'gin, with Col. E. S. Joslyn, and was there ad-
mitted to the bar by the superior court in 1863.
He was city attorney from 1863 to 1865, and in
April, 1886, was elected police magistrate, which
office he now holds. Mr. Coleman has also dab-
bled to some extent in newspaper work.

Robert M. Ireland studied law at Chicago, and
was admitted to the bar on diploma of “Union Col-
lege of Law of Chicago, at the June, 1876, term
of the supreme court at Mount Vernon. He is
also a resident of Elgin.

Clinton F. Irwin, now of Elgin, studied law
in the office of W. H. H. Kennedy, at Maple
Park, and was admitted to the bar at Chicago in
April, 1879. He first practiced at Maple Park,
and in 1881-82 was supervisor of Virgil Township.
Subsequently removing to Elgin, he was assistant
supervisor of that township in 1885-86.

Frank W. Joslyn, of Elgin, studied in the
office of his father, Col. E. S. Joslyn, and was

. admitted to the bar at Ottawa, May 23, 1883.

He is now serving his second term as city attorney
of Elgin. :

Col. Edward S. Joslyn, father of Frank, was
one of the ablest lawyers and readiest and most
eloquent speakers who ever practiced in the courts
of Kane County. He acquired a national reputa-
tion, and some of the best of his life work was
done in the service of the Government in Utah
Territory. He was one of the first to volunteer
upon the breaking out of the Rebellion, and
served with distinction while in the army. At his
death, which occurred in 1885, he was mourned
by the bar as one of its most gifted members.

Oscar Jones prepared himself for his profes-
sion at Sycamore, Ill, and was admitted to the
bar at Ottawa, May 18, 1883. He had previously
been successfully engaged as a teacher at St.
Charles and elsewhere. Since September, 1883,
he has been master in chancery of the city court of
Elgin. ,

John P. Mann is a graduate of the University
of Michigan, class of 1882. He was admitted to
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ar, April 11, 1882, and to the Ili-

the Michigan b on, September 17,

nois bar at Ottawa, upon moti

1885. He resides at Elgin. ’ :
Thomas J. Rushton studied law with Judge

Smith at Woodstock, and graduated from e
school of the State University of Iowa, at Towa
City, in June, 1880. Hbe took the (.iegree of LL.
B., was admitted to the Iowa bar 1880, to the
Illinois bar in 1881, and located at Elgin in June,
1882, where he is a law partner with C. A. Van
Horne. The latter is also a graduate of the Towa
State University (June, 1880); took the degree of
LL. B.; admitted in Iowa, in 1880, in Minnesota
in 1881, and in Illinois in 1884. Has practiced
seven years, and came to Elgin in June, 1887.

Hon. John W. Ranstead, who is a native of
Kane County, was graduated from the law depart-
" ment of the University of Michigan in 1866, and
in the same year was admitted to the bar at Otta-
wa, I1l. He is a lawyer of marked ability, and
from 1873 to 1882 served as county judge of Kane
County. As the county is overwhelmingly Repub-
lican, and Judge Ranstead is a Democrat, the com-
pliment can be readily appreciated.

Charles Stephen Reeves, of Elgin, is a gradu-
ate of the University of Michigan, and has been ad-
mitted to the bars of both Michigan and Illinois.

Ezra Rue, a native of Steuben County, N. Y.,
came to Elgin in 1858, when a boy. He was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1876. :

David B. Sherwood, one of the most prominent
members of the Elgin bar, studied law at Galves-
ton, Tex., where he was admitted to practice in
November, 1870. : :

John H. Williams, a graduate of the Iowa
State Un.i.verait_y, was admitted to the bar at Otta-
wa, IIl., in 1881, and in 1882 located at Elgin,
where he still resides.

William H. Wing studied law with Hon. S,
oo, a Blgin,in, 1865-66; was admitted to the
and later at ]g:?’ s Iilgln, i th-e Hpmingg of 1867,
He was city atl;ls:f o (;1' o3 'Unfltad i eou;rts.
urer of the Ill'inoin(:)rt:lﬁjlgmHm 1'871_72; o
sane for five years om Aer?l 1 i
past four years has beenp: dir 1? B0, and fox ihy
National Bank of Elgin ov‘?:?;h?r e Fm.at

) ich he has his

_ enlisting in the Fifty-second Illinois Infantry:

office. Mr. Wing came to Elginin 1846. p o
years he was a law partner with Col. E. § Tl ur )
William H. Wilcox, a native of Mo'ltgome{ \
County, N. Y., came to Elgin with his father, Genl?
Elijah Wileox, in 1842. He served with distinc'.
tion in the Union army, during the War ¢

"Rebellion. His connection with the legal et

sion dates from 1871, when he was admitteq t, the
bar.

Hon. Henry B. Willis is a native of Benning.
ton, Vt. He located at Sycamore, Ill., in 1859
when a child, and in July, 1872, came to Elgint
He had graduated in the previous year, at Albany,
N. Y., and was, the same year, admitted to tp,
bar of that State. His admission to the Tllinejg
bar occurred in 1872. He has been several times
elected to responsible and honorable official posi.
tions, among them supervisor of Elgin Township,
and city attorney and mayor of the city of Elgin,
He was succeeded as mayor by the present incum.
bent, V. S. Lovell, in the spring of 1887.

* Judges R. N. Botsford and A. H. Barry have
been previously noted among the lawyers of St.
Charles, where they were for many years engaged
in practice.

Col. John S. Wilcox, a native of the State of
New York, came to Elgin with the family of his
father, Gen. Elijah Wilcox, in 1842, when nine
years of age. He began the study of law about
1852, with his brother, Hon. Silvanus Wilcox, was
admitted to the bar in 1854, and entered upon the
practice of his profession. Col. T. W. Grosvenor
(afterward killed in Chicago), Judge E. C. Lovell
and Justice A. T. Lewis, of Elgin, were among
the students in his office, and Mr. Lewis was, for
a time; in partnership with him. In the fall of
1861 Mr. Wilcox entered the United States sel'“g’;
‘went into camp as captain, and was promoted 51¢
cessively to lieutenant-colonel (going to the field
with that rank), and colonel. He resigned in 18&:’4
to take the stump in behalf of President Lincoln
re-election, and made able speeches in numerfﬁl‘?
portions of the State. He held a brevet 1:»1‘1'{:{‘5‘(1.1 :
'general’s commission at the close of his- ﬁeﬂ 10;;
In the spring of 1864, after his resignation: i
took comimand of the camp of organization of /
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One Hundred and Forty-first Tllinois Infantry, a
three months’ regiment, and continued until the
command was ready for the field. This service
was gratuitous to the State. He was elected may-
or of Elgin in 1865, and also resumed the practice
of his profession, being in partnership one year
with his brother, Judge Wilcox. In the fall of
1871 he became a director in and general solicitor
for the Chicago & Pacific Railroad Company, con-
. {inuing in that position over six years, since when
he has not been in practice. He is now engaged
in the coal trade in Elgin. Col. Wilcox is a fine
orator, a genial gentleman, energetic and perse-
vering in business, and was a successful lawyer.

Hon. Edward C. Lovell, present county judge,
‘read law in the office of Col. J. S. Wilcox, and is
a graduate of the University of Michigan. He
was admitted to the bar at Detroit in April, 1870:
He is a fine scholar, an able lawyer, and an hon-
ored citizen. He has long been identified with the
educational interests of Elgin, and with the up-
building of her splendid free public library, of
which he was a director during the first six years
of its existence. He is at present serving his
second term as judge of the county court of Kane
County, having first been elected in 1882. He was
also mayor of Elgin in 1877, member of the Illi-
nois Legislature in 1879, and city attorney of
Elgin in 1879-80.

John A. Russell is one of the successful young
lawyers of Elgin. He studied with Messrs. Bots-
ford & Barry, and, after his admission to the bar,
became a partner with them—thus continuingsever-
alyears. In the fall of 1884 he was elected State’s
attorney for Kane County, on the Republican ticket,
8nd has proved an energetic and efficient officer.

_ Carl E. Botsford, son of Judge R. N. Botsford,
18 one of the youngest members of the profession
o Elgin. He studied under the guidance of his
futher, ang is a recent graduate of an Eastern law
School. He turned his attention in the early part
of 1887 o newspaper editorial work, in the office
of the Elgin Democrat.

Charles H, Wayne studied law with A. B. Coon,
a MarengO,' 11, and was admitted to the bar

botore the appellate court at Ottawa, Ill., in De-
Cember, 1882,
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4 glbsvrflf- Lewis read law m the office of Col.
Ottaw.va IHOX,J and was admitted to the bar at
jﬁstice :3f til’e pa;t:;f}(;v'&l, '1868. s
iblin i (807 R oty
e A(il;at;::. ;{[?ps.on studied law a.nd. graduated

(S roor, ichigan, and was admitted to the
bar, both. in that State and Illinois, in June, 1877.
He has since been in Practice at Elgin.

Other Elgin attorneys are George H. McDonald,
Frank Crosby (who formerly practiced at Hamp-
shire), Robert S. Egan and Cyrus Wilbur.

Hon. Samuel Drake Lockwood, who located at
Batavia in 1853, and died there April 23, 1874,
was licensed to practice law in February, 1811,
and opened an office at Batavia, N. Y. In the fall
of 1818 he settled at Carmi, Ill., entered there
upon the practice of his profession, and in 1821
was elected attorney-general of the State. In
1823 he became Secretary of State upon Gov.
Cole’s nomination, but resigned soon afterward to
accept a commission from President Monroe, as
receiver of public moneys at the land office in
Edwardsville, Ill. ; both positions being unsought
and asurprise to him. In 1824-25 he was elected
by the Legislature as a judge of the supreme
court, holding until 1848, when the new consti-
tution placed the election of'supreme judges in
the power of the people. Beside other impor-
tant positions which he filled, he was, in 1851,
appointed by the Legislature trustee of the land
department of the Illinois Central Railroad, which
position he held until his death. He was one of
the founders of the Republican party, and during
his early term as State’s attorney succeeded in
duel—the only one ever fought in the State. He .
assisted in revising the State laws in 1826-27.

W. H. H. Kennedy, now deceased, was a prom-
ising lawyer, who formerly resided at Maple Park
(then Liodi), where he located in 1857. He was
admitted to the bar in 1860, and for several years
represented his township on the board of super-

ViSOrS.
James O. McOlellan, a graduate of the Colum-

bian College Law School, at Washington, B, 0.,

was admitted to the bar in Illinois, September 13,

\
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1869. He is a well-known ]awy?r. of l‘ecf’gniﬂ?d
ability, and has held the positi]on of mnste? in
chancery of the circuit courf of Kane County since
1875. He resides at Batavia. Fi

Thomas Cincinnatus Moore, also of Batavia, 18
an old and respected member of the bar. He
studied law at Marshall, Ill., where he was ad-
mitted to practice in May, 1843.  He has been a
well-known figure in the courts of Kane County for
many years. His practice has been extensive.

Charles T. Barney, now attorney for the U. S.
Wind Engine & Pump Company, located at Bata-
via, studied law at Burlington, Vt., and Albany,
N. Y., and graduated at the Albany law school
in the class of 1883. He was admitted to the Ver-
mont bar, at Burlington, at the September term,
1883, and to the New York bar, at Albany, at the
November term, in the same year. Was city attor-
ney of Hoosick Falls, N. Y., in 1884-85.

F. G. Garfield, of Campton, who came to Kane
County in 1841, commenced the practice of law
about 1857, although he was not regularly admitted
to the bar until 1865. There is scarcely a man in
the county who has become a more familiar visitant
in the court rooms at Geneva, and his native
shrewdness has assisted more than once in the
discomfiture of an opponent. Though ‘‘Green”’
by name he is scarcely so by nature, and in his
advancing age he enjoys a fine competence.

Ebenezer Barry, of Burlington Township,
brother to Judges W. D. and A. H. Barry, has
been for many years a resident of the county, and,
while his principal pursuit has been farming, he has
found time to practice law to a considerable extent.
Pq.rhapa no man in Kane County enjoys a racy
suit before a justice of the peace better than Mr.
Barry, although there are numerous others who
are not far in the rear.

W: R. 8. Hunter, of Elburn, studied law under
the direction of Hon. W, D. Barry, W. J. Brown
and W. H. H. Kennedy, and was admitted to the
bar ?t Chicago March 24, 1880. Hoe was deputy
sheriff under Sheriff Ethan J. Allen; postmaster at
Blackberry Station under President Lincoln; local
atto::ney for the Chicago & North-Western Railway,
;21: I;;)w corporation attorney of Elburn, a position

eld since the place was incorporated. For

COUNTY.

twelve years he has been a notary publi,
ran for justice of the peace.

At Aurora there has been along list, of attorn,
and many of them have been very Prominant :N,
alone at home but in State and nationa) “’T!'-im'_ c:{
few of them have been already named,

Leander R. Wagner came to the place with b
parents in 1837, when a small child, T, studiog
law in the State of New York with his uncle, P,
J. Wagner, also with W. B. Plato, at Grenova, gpg
with A. B. Fuller, being admitted to the by, in
1857. He was a brilliant and gifted lawyor, ang
was district attorney for the district inoluding
Kane County from 1864 to 1868. He died of o
sumption March 29, 1869.

John M. Little, a practitioner residing i
Aurora, died of consumption August 21, 1868, uq
was taken to his father’s home, in De Kalb, for
burial.

Hon. William B. Plato, now deceased, was an
exceedingly able lawyer, an eloquent speaker, and
possessed a reputation second to thatl of no lawyer
in the State. He was a tailor by trade, and settled
at Aurora, in 1839. He soon after took up the
study of law, and subsequently removed to (tenevs,
where he was for a time in partnership with Judge
Wilson.

James G. Barr, a native of Pennsylvania, came
to Aurora when seventeen years old, in 1844, with
the family of his father, Oliver Barr. Ho studied
law with W. B. Plato, in 1846, and was subse
quently admitted to practice.. He was su perintend
ent of schools in Kendall County in 1849, bt
located permanently in Aurora in 1851. He W&
the first justice of the peace elected from Auror
under the township organization; was town clork
two years; first city clerk, holding six years; i
years clerk of the Aurora Court of Common lem;
otc. He died January 27, 1872, and was b ﬁ'h“
time and had been for seven years assistant Unitet
States assessor for southern Kane County. "

Charles J. Metzner, a fine lawyer and 2 thurou;lo
gentleman, was a native of Saxony, and ““m“r
Erie, Penn., when three years old. Ho "mtn
ward removed to Sheboygan, Wis., thnmm””
Naperville, Ill., and, in 1856-57, to Aurord 1 to
first worked at blacksmithing, but was forcet

O
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give up the trade because of an injury to his eye
from a flying spark from the anvil. He studied
jaw with B. F. Parks, and was admitted in 1859,
Ho was State’s attorney four years, and died at
Aurora, August 8, 1874, aged forty years.

 Sewell W. Brown, a native of Jefferson County,
N. Y., was educated at Watertown, its sezt of jus-
tice, studied law, and practiced several years in
the South. He came to Aurora in 1858, and prac-
ticed until his death, which occurred March 13,
1878. _
Hon. Alexander C. Gibson had been a prom-
inent . practitioner and citizen in Washington
County, N. Y., before coming to Aurora in 1847.
After one and a half years in town, he located on a
farm in the vicinity of North Aurora. He was inter-
ested in railroad and agricultural society matters;
edited the Daily Beacon during the Fremont cam-
paign, in 1856; and in 1857 was chosen the first
judge of the Aurora Court of Common Pleas, hold-
ing the position two years. He then retired to his
farm, where he died fifteen years later, August
14, 1874, aged eighty years. He was a man very
greatly respected. He had come west originally
to look after some property interests he had in the
region, having furnished at an early day the funds
with which his brother, Hugh, purchased a quan-
tity of land for him, and stocked and carried on

stores at Clybournville (Mill Creek) and other
Places: AS

Hon. John C. Sherwin, a native of St. Law-
rence County, N. Y., came to Kendall County,
1., in 1856, and during the War of the Rebellion
Served in the ranks of the Eighty-ninth Illinois
Inf“ntrY- He located at Aurora in 1865, and
?’ﬁudied law with Wagner & Canfield. After be-
‘02 admitted to the bar he continued in practice
Until 1873, when he was elected county clerk, a
Position to which he was re-elected in 1877. In
1878 he was the successful candidate of the Re-
Publicans of the then Fourth District, for Con-
Ereas, resigning as county clerk. He was again
electeq Congress in 1880, serving altogether
four years. He removed to Nebraska in the fall
of 1883,

Hon, Benjamin Franklin Parks is a native of

and County, Mich., and was graduated from

\\

KANE COUNTY.

875
B bt

the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, in 1848.
He studied law with Ferry & Searles at Wau.
kegan, Tl1., and was admitted to the bar ip 1850,
coming to Aurora the same year. Mr. Parks was
for many years regarded as one of the ablest law-
yers in the Fox River Valley. He was the first
city attorney of Aurora; was elected judge of the
city court in 1859, and served four years; and was
mayor of the city in 1869. He also represented
his district in the Illinois Legislature. Judge
Parks met with a severe accident a few years
since, falling upon an icy sidewalk in Aurora and
shatainjng injuries of a permanent charadter.

B. F. Herrington, now of Kendall County,
was located in Aurora for some time, dating from
June, 1876. He had an office with Eugene Can-
field, and had studied law and begun practice in
the State of New York.

Hon. Charles Wheaton is a native of Rhode
Island, and a graduate of Trinity College, Hart-
ford, Conn., in 1849. He read law with Hon.
Benjamin F. Thomas, at Worcester, Mass., where
he was admitted to the bar, September 7, 1851.
Removing to Illinois in the fall of 1854, he was
located five years at Batavia, and removed to
Aurora in the spring 1859, opening an office and
engaging in what has proved a very successful
practice. In 1873 he established an office also in
Chicago. Mr. Wheaton was elected mayor of
Aurora, on the Prohibition ticket, in 1864, but
resigned after one month, as his views and those
of the council did not coincide upon the question
of license.

Capt. Alexander C. Little, of Aurora, is a
native of Rome, N. Y., and a thorough student
in both law and medicine. He studied medicine
in Joliet, Ill., with Drs. Harwood & Danforth,
commencing in the fall of 1855; read the next
year with Drs. Young & Hard, in Au.roI:&; ma-
triculated in the fall of 1856 in the medical de-
pé,rtment of the Towa University, at Keokuk, and
attended one course of lectures. He I:etu-rned 130
Joliet in 1857, and, while sti-ll ?ontmmng his
studies, began practice with his first preceptor,
Dr. Willis Danforth. He graduated from. _the
Towa University in the spring of 1858, receiving

his diploma and the degree of doctor of medicine.




876

him at
was commenced by

Ty Wheaton, in 1866, and
Mich.,

The study O
, with Hon. Charles
Au:ir:ttendjng law school at Ann Arbor,

Eft was admitted to the bar of K-ane County 11
A?xgust 1867. He was elected city attorney o

- and mayor in 1874. He won an
AIII'OT:I:II; iesc?oi’d in the 1)Ur'if'ar of the Rebellion as an
23’11:::; in the One Hundred and Twenty-seventh
Ilh;;c[);:; :Iﬂ;f;;‘;ie Canfield, another : Vermonter,
and one of the best educated lawyers 1n the “.fes.t,
located at Aurora in 1860. In 1861 and again in
1872 he served as city attorney, and was subse-
quently chosen from this district to the State Sen-
ate. For a number of years he has been much of
the time in Washington Territory, where he has
considerable property, and has become prominent
in connection with Territorial affairs.
| Among the earlier lawyers in Aurora, we find
H. C. Kelly occupying the field in July, 1848,
and he had probably been here for some time at
that date. W. C. Taylor and R. G. Montony had
their cards in the local papers in 1850, the former
on the west side and the latter on the east side of
the river.

Judge Richard G. Montony, one of the most
careful and painstaking lawyers who ever made
Kane County his home, has resided in Awurora
since 1846, and been engaged in ‘practice since
1849. Mr. Montony is a native of New J ersey.
He came to Chicago, September 1, 1845; taught
school at Newark the following winter, and' lo-
cated at Aurorain May, 1846. He read law with
O. D. Day, and was admitted to the bar in- June,
1849. In 1858 he was city attorney of Awurora.
From 1873 to 1886 he had an office in Chicago.

D. W. Poindexter was practicing in Aurora in
the beginning of 1855, as was also N. J. Smith,
who had but lately arrived from Worcester Coun-
ty, Mass. A. B. Fuller was practicing .in the
place in the spring of the same year. In the sum-
mer of 1858 we find William R. Parker and Dan.
lel .Eﬁstmfm on the list. The latter had tempo-
:mly re.lmquish_ed -the medical profession and
1:;ned£s alb,tent.lon 0 a successful manner to the

. - Parker was a gifted lawyer and some-
what of a politician, becoming a prominent and

KANE COUNTY.

reatly esteemed citizen, and at one time re
ing the district in the State Legislature,
January 5, 1859, aged about forty years,

In 1859 the newspaper files show additiong) e
torneys in Aurora, in the persons of C. J. Metzue,
John W. Ray, L. R. Wagner and E. A Pl’ich’_
ard. George W. Grow came some time Provioy
to 1860.

In December, 1847, Messrs. Champlin&Dodge
(John C. Champlin, of Ottawa, and A. R, Dodge,
of Aurora) announced through the columns of the
Beacon that they were ready to practice Jaw in ty,
counties of Kane, Kendall, De Kalb and McHem-y'
Mr. Dodge has been previously mentioned.

Hon. Albert J. Hopkins is a native of De Ka
County, IIl., and a graduate (1870) of Hillsdal
(Mich.) College. In August, 1870, he came to
Aurora, and began the study of law with C. J,
Metzner, at that time one of the leading members
of the Kane County bar. In September, 1871,
Mr. Hopkins was admitted to practice by the
Supreme Court of Illinois, and a year later in all
the United States courts. He was elected State’s
attorney for Kane County in 1872, and made a
splendid record, the beginning of the career which
has placed him at the head of the criminal law-
yers of the county. He enjoys an extensive and
increasing practice, and the well-known firm of
Hopkins, Aldrich & Thatcher are acknowledged
leaders among the professional firms of Northern
Illinois. In 1885 Mr. Hopkins was elected ItO
Congress from the Fifth District of Illinois, to fill
out the unexpired term of Hon. Reuben Ellwood
(deceased), of Sycamore. He was ;‘e-elected for
the full term in the fall of 1886, and has mad®
an excellent record during his stay at the N ational
capital. _

N. J. Aldrich studied law at Aurora with M‘t
O. Southworth, and took a two years’ course?
Ann Arbor, Mich., graduating in 1876. H:
was admitted to the bar the same year at Mou!
Vernon, Il1., before the Supreme Court, and ¢0%"
menced practice at Aurora with A. J. Hopkin®
in 1878. b

Frank H. Thatcher was graduated from 5
East Aurora High School in 1877, and from g
Northwestern University, at Evanston, I11., 1o
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olass of 1881, rece‘siving the degree of Ph. B. 1In
1883 that institution conferred upon him also the
poriorary degree of P.h. M. Mr. Thatcher studied
Jaw for two years with Hopkins & Aldrich, was
admitted to the bar in May, 1883, upon examina-
tion by Judge Upton, of the appellate court, and
has been a member of the firm of Hopkins, Ald-
rich & Thatcher since 1884. He is president of
_ the Young Men’s Republican Club, of Aurora.

William George was graduated from the West
Aurora High School in 1879, and took a colleg{ate
course in the University of Jowa. He studied law
with W. H. & J. H. Moore, in Chicago, and at
the same time took a full course in the Union
College of Law in that city, receiving the degree
of LL. B. He was graduated from that institu-
tion and admitted to the bar at Ottawa in June,
1885, and is now practicing in Aurora. For two
years he was associated with the firm of Hopkins,
Aldrich & Thatcher. He at present occupies the
position of secretary and treasurer of the North
Aurora Mill Company.

Fayette D. Winslow, a native of Kane County,
and a graduate of the West Aurora High School,
is also a graduate from Sterling College at Beloit,
Wis., and the Columbia Law School, at New York
City. He was admitted to practice upon examina-
tion before the appellate court at Ottawa, Ill., in
December, 1883, and in June, 1884, opened an
office in Aurora, in company with Frank G. Han-
chett.

Frank G. Hanchett is.also a graduate from the
West Aurora High School. In 1882 he was gradu-
ated with high honors from the University of
Chicago, and took a thorough law course at Iowa
City, Towa, graduating in 1883. He was admitted
1o the Illinois bar in 1884, and has since been en-
Raged in practice at Aurora.

‘Charles L. Allen, now of Sterling, Colo., where
he i engaged in lucrative business, was formerly
8 resident of Aurora, and numbered among the
n‘jbh young lawyers of that city. He was at one
bime city attorney.

J. P. Cags, John C. Murphy and A. J. King
Were all examined and admitted to the bar in Sep-
tember, 1882, before the appellate court. Mr.

488, who was graduated from the East Aurora
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High School in 1879, and subsequently a te

acher
for two years,

studied law with Judge Parks and
A. G. Mchlo. He opened an omci in October,
1882, since ‘when he has been engaged in pra
In 1884-85 he served as alderman from what was
thtsn the Fifth Ward of Aurora. He was in partner-
ship with Judge Parks for a short time; is now a
rflember of the public library board, and second
lleflt,enant. of Company D, Third Regiment, Illi-
nois National Guards.* Mr. Murphy has been for
over two years assistant United States attorney for
Dakota Territory, and Mr. King, who was for a
time in Company with M. O. Southworth, is now
prospering in the law, loan and real estate business
at Oberlin, Kas.

Russell P. Goodwin studied law with Judge
Cody, at Naperville, and M. O. Southworth at
Aurora, and was admitted to the bar January 17,
1879, by examination before the appellate court
at Ottawa, since when he has been engaged in
practice at Aurora. He has been public admin-
istrator for Kane County since January, 1882, and
city attorney of Aurora since March, 1886.

Thomas B. Swan studied law at Indiana,
Penn., and was there admitted to practice in the
fall of 1878. He had been previously graduated
from Washington and Jefferson College, Pennsyl-
vania. He practiced a few months at Blairsville,
in that State, and in 1879 came to Aurora, where
he still resides, and where, for most of the time, he
has held a notary public’s commission.

A. E. Searles studied law with Judge A. O.
Aldis at St. Albans, Vt., where he was admitted to
the bar in 1842. After practicing about twelve
years at Sheldon, in the same county (Franklin), he
was located in practice at St. Albans, until the
spring of 1858, when he removed to Aurora, and
has since been in active practice. He was several
times city attorney of Aurora; and was in partner-
ship with R. G. Montony, until the latter was
olected judge of the city court. They had an
office in Chicago in 1873-74.

Osborn A. Holcomb read law over two years
with A. E. Searles, and was admitted to practice
at Ottawa in December, 1885. He is now en-
gaged in practice at Aurora.

* Early in 1888 Mr. Cass removed to the Pacific coast,

ctice,




KANE COUNTY.

- 878

N. F. Nichols came to Aurora. in Septemhl;f;,
1857, fresh from the Wesleyar.:l University gt : d-
dletown, Conn., where he had just been graduat ﬁ ;
He taught school several years at Kane‘;[ e,
Geneva and Aurora; read law with J. H. ay-
borne, at Geneva, and S. W. Brown, at Aur?ra,
was admitted to the bar in 1865, upon examina-

i 1 Aurora, in
i ¢ Chicago; began practice at 5
. i about 1867, and

partnership with S. W. Brown, : )
still continues. Mr. Nichols was several times city

attorney of Aurora, and previously superintend-
ent of schools in Kane County.

D. M. Clapsaddle, who died at Huron, Dak.,
in 1886, was in practice in Aurora for a few years,
and for a time in partnership with N. F. Nichols.

Randall Cassem, an able lawyer, for some years
in practice at Yorkville, I1l., removed to Aurora in
the fall of 1887.

Frederick Brown was admitted to the bar in
1853, at Ravenna, Ohio, having studied with Judge
Ezra B. Taylor (present member of Congress and

successor to Garfield) and John L. Ranney. After

practicing a year and a half he came west and
located at Pecatonica, Winnebago Co., Ill., where
he practiced five years. He was appointed post-
master in April, 1861, upon the recommendation
of Hon. E. B. Washburne, and held the position
" over twelve years. During the time he served four
years in the army, leaving the office in charge of his
wife. Resigning the postmastership in 1873, he
came to Aurora, where he continues in the practice
of his profession. He was once a justice of the
peace at Pecatonica, but resigned. He has held a
similar office at Aurora since 1881; has been school
trustee, etec.

Samuel Alschuler, who studied law at Aurora
with Capt. A. C. Little, was admitted to the bar
before the appellate court at Ottawa, in Decem-
ber, 1880, and has been in practice since the latter
part of 1881. Mr. Alschuler has made an enviable
record as an attorney.

Charles I. McNett read law at Ottawa, Ill., and
was admitted before the appellate court in Decem-

ber., 1881. Since December, 1882, he has been a
resident in Aurora. .

Asa G, McDole,
ship, Kane Co., T1.

born in Sugar Grove Town-
» was the first white male child

whose birth occurred within that townsh;
date being June 12, 1836. Beginning £ 181";8t
studied law a year with Judge Parks, 4 Aur' hq |
and in 1859-60 attended for six monthg the Org, |
term of the law school at Ann Arbor, Mich, st |
was examined for admission to the bar i the fa] ° |
1860, at Chicago, by Ebenezer Peck, anq gy u(]?f i
admitted in January, 1861, since when he has b y |
in practice at Aurora. He was city attory -
Aurora from April, 1862, to April, 1864, anq agaip |
from April, 1879, to April, 1882. He revised {p,
ordinances of the city in 1863, and was for 4 time
master in chancery of the Aurora City Court,

George W. Grove was a practicing attorney ,
Aurora when Mr. McDole entered the professiony
field, but subsequently removed from the city and
is now deceased. :

M. O. Southworth studied law in 186465 with
De Wolf & Pinckney, at Dixon, Ill., and in 1869-70)
at the University of Michigan, from which he
was graduated in the.spring of 1871. He began
business at Aurora the same spring, and in 1873
entered into partnership with Sewell W. Brown,
who is universally mentioned as one of the most
upright citizens Aurora ever possessed. Since Mr.
Brown’s death Mr. Southworth has practiced
mostly alone. He was city attorney of Aurora
several terms, and in 1882 a candidate for the
position of county judge.

Hon. C. D. F. Smith, at present a resident of
Aurora, practices mostly in Chicago, and is in all
respects an excellent lawyer. He has held the
position of judge of the Aurora City Court, and
also that of county judge of Kane County.

Hon. F. M. Annis, of Aurora, is a lawyer of
fine repute, who was at one time judge of the
Aurora City Court. His present office partns
Luther M. Dearborn, is a promising young lawyer
who recently removed to Aurora from Chicag™
Mr. Dearborn is a son of Hon. Luther Dearbo™
an early settler of Kane County, Who beca®
prominent here and also in Chicago, Wher fo:
many years he resided. His present home ! ;
Aurora. ; _

Marcus White, now retired from practicé i
resident of Aurora, and one of the pioneers gl a=

1 f1-
county. Ira S. Smith, formerly a resident prac

8 |
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tioner, has removed from the City i W, e \

resides in Aurora, but has an office in Chicago. E.
D. Northam, llate one of the proprietors of the
Aurora Daily News, is a regular Practitioner, hay-
ing been for a time. connected with the legal
department of the Chicago & North-Western Rajl.
way. He was in 1887 appointed official stenogra-
- pher of the Kane County Circuit Court,

J. D. Fox came to Kane County in 1857, and
soon after commenced the study of law with C. J.
Metzner, continuing same until 1863, when he en.
listed in the army. After his return he resumed
his studies in the office of his old preceptor, and
was admitted to the bar in 1865.

A list of lawyers in Kane County in 1858
shows the following to have been then in practice:

‘At Aurora—James G. Barr, O. M. Bates (law
student), S. W. Brown, O. D. Day, S. N. Dickin-
son, B. F. Fridley, A. C. Gibson, John Little
(law student), Charles J. Metzner, R. G. Montony,
William R. Parker, Samuel Parker (law student),
B. F. Parks, E. A. Pritchard, A. E. Searles, N. J.
Smith, James Van Allen (law student), L. R. Wagner.

At Batavia—Judge Samuel D. Lockwood,
Thomas C. Moore, Charles Wheaton.

At Elgin—John Calvert, F. Colby, Edmund
Gifford, A. B. Phiney.

At Geneva—Judge Isaac G. Wilson, Augustus
M. Herrington, J. H. Mayborne, W. B. Plato.

At Lodi Station (now Maple Park)—William
J. Brown, who was also postmaster.

At 8t. Charles—Alonzo H. Barry, Judge Will-
12m D. Barry, D. L. Eastman, John F. Farns-
Wworth, J. H. Ferguson, S. S. Jones.

_ There have doubtless been many othersin prac-
tice in the county, at various periods, whose names
are not here recorded, but it is impossible to make a
omplete record, and the foregoing chapter is
Submitted for whatever of value it may contain.

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.
IONEER physicians of Kane County were
men of ability and determination, both neces-
8ary qualifications in a region whose diseases
Were peculiar to it, and whose inhabitants
Were Widely scattered and far from medical men
i ®8tablishments where medicines could be pro-

cf_::i‘r ﬂ;l;hgrizgtor W'h? rode—or as often walked
in the early g Pl‘al_r g f.orded the streams

» ¥ SAys; did r.lot write a prescription
W minutes or even hours be
; g druggist’s, but, by foree of
carried a supply of medicines, suited to
: of the people, in hig saddle-bags. He
g;s, in truth, a benefactor,‘and, like the people

om he served, he must share the hardships and
stru.ggles of life in a new country, away from con-
vemfances.of all kinds, where his lonely rides often
carried him for many miles without seeing a soli-
tar;?r habitation of a fellow man. The medicines
which he carried were very often exceedingly
costly, yet they were dealt out without stint when-
ever his professional services were in demand.
His fees were small, and, as money was an article
not possessed in abundance by many of the set-
tlers, he was obliged to take his pay in such prod-
ucts as the afflicted person could provide. Often,
indeed, the doctor’s ministrations were a labor of
charity, for his fees were not always forthcoming.
Yet he lived and toiled on in his work of relieving
the sick and distressed, and shared with the peo-
ple their prosperity or adversity.

It is not quite easy to determine who was the
first physician to locate within the present bound-
aries of the county of Kane, but from the informa- -
tion at hand the honor appears to belong to Dr.
N. H. Palmer, who located in Sugar Grove Town-
ship at a very early day. Settlers who came to
that township in the spring of 1836 found that he
had come some time before them, and Dr. East-
man, who located at Aurora in the early summer
of 1835, stated, some years later, at a pioneer meet-
ing, that he did not come as early as Dr. Palmer.
The latter, after the death of his wife, which
occurred April 8, 1848, removed to Winnebago
County.

Dr. Daniel Eastman, the first physician to set-
tle at Aurora, took up his residence at that place
in June, 1835,* and for years was a skillful and
successful physician and surgeon, always main-

g
f Dr. Eastman states that he came to Aurora prev
:oollillg'fuclti:nvtr:sn man of kind and genial dispesition, m}th“i lin;
no:i:i of him that he attended a ]pntiant, regardleat; of gﬁv?;z{ﬁ :regullr
snmo care s though oXpecting forgs PV, U® M olgh the efforts of
??ﬂﬂi?g.:ﬁiomﬂ?;ﬁument to his memory was erected in Spring

Lake Cemetery, at Aurora, in 1870.

filled at g neighborin
necessity,
the wants
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